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Parish Pastoral Council 

Date: March 22, 2021 

 

Present: Fr. Rob Cole, Maria Bair, Murray Curtis, Mary Ann Haszko, Mary Humphrey, Martha 

Schwegler, JoanMarie Kulinka, Jenny Scharf, Tommy Irving, Leanna Landry 

 

Absent:  Diane Westbrook 

 

Meeting Opened: at 6:00 pm by Maria Bair, Chairperson.  Prayer was led by Mary Humphrey 

 

Minutes: An error was noted in the January minutes.  Correction was made. The January minutes 

were accepted. They will be forwarded to Colleen Fickel for posting on the SJA website. 

 

Old Business:  

The welcome packets were discussed as part of needs of the parish. Council members were 

encouraged to familiarize themselves with the parish website in the event a parish member has a 

question about it. Contact information can be found in the parish bulletin via the website. 

 

Recruitment for next group will be delayed because of Covid. Fr. Rob asked current members to 

continue to serve on pastoral council until a plan is put in place to bring new members on and allow 

for a smooth transition. 

 

 

New Business: 

 

Ministry update:  

 

Barbara Firich via Diane Westbrook: Monday, March 22, is our last Monday in the 40 Days for Life 

spring campaign to pray as a group with St. John’s parishioners. The next campaign will be in the fall. 

The Shawl Ministry recently donated 4 large bags of beautifully made baby blankets, hats, and cuddle 

bunnies.  These items were donated to Hope 4 Life to be distributed to new moms. We are working 

on donating some Pack-N-Plays and baby food makers to Catholic Charities for the Pregnancy Needs 

program. 

 

John Domingo via Tommy Irving: In terms of Religious Education, we have approximately 170 

students for in-person classes, with 117 students for online classes. In terms of sacramental 

preparation, we have 83 students making their First Communion the weekend of May 1 & 2.  We 

already had one student make First Communion in February, and three today (March 21). We have 

11 children above the age of 8 who are going to be baptized, confirmed, and make their First 

Communion - mostly at Easter Vigil with a few at Pentecost. 

 

In terms of RCIA, we have 9 catechumens (those who are going to be baptized, confirmed, and make 

their First Communion); 8 baptized candidates (those baptized validly in a Protestant Church who 

will make a Profession of Faith, be confirmed and celebrate their First Communion); and 7 baptized 
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Catholics who will be confirmed (including three making their First Communion).  We already had 

one catechumen baptized in January before he went off to deployment.  There are two other 

tentative catechumens being received into the Church. 

 

Adult Confirmation classes are tentative but most likely will take place during the Easter season for 

an abbreviated session of 3 - 5 weeks. 

 

Adult Faith Formation:  We average about 20 (including those on ZOOM) for Thursday Theologica, 

35 - 40 for Sunday Theologica, and now 12 for Men of St. Joseph.   

Father Rob, myself, and Veronica restarted the Young Adult Ministry in December.  It has been 

incredibly successful with about 60 on our email list and 70 plus on our GroupMe app.  We have had 

monthly general meetings with at least 25 people at each one. If everyone showed up at each of the 

meetings, there would be at least 45 people.  We have a monthly Thursday Adoration and Hang Out 

starting in February.  There have been spontaneous social gatherings outside of Church, including a 

new women's faith sharing group and a men's hang out group  Our next meeting is this Saturday 

(March 27).   

 

Amy Kirner via Jenny Scharf: The nursery is not in operation now due to Covid restrictions.  The 

nursery will need staffing when it is able to open again.  She will make an announcement when the 

nursery opens up. 

 

Women’s book club is still very active.  One group led by Jaci Brandwein meets on Fridays in person 

from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at the parish. Some members who are not comfortable with meeting in person 

are participating via zoom with Maria Caputi.  

 

Jenny Scharf asked if we should reach out to ministry heads and find out if they need volunteers and 

place an ad in the bulletin.  Fr. Rob stared that ministries for mass (lectors, altar guild, etc) will be the 

first priority. As we open up fully, ministries in most need of help will be addressed, thereby feeding 

the flock and meeting the needs of the parish. 

 

 

Pastor’s Comments:  

 

Fr. Rob: City council has approved the master plan. This is a huge accomplishment. Now we can 

move forward.  We are moving forward on two parts of the plan.   

1) The columbarium which will be more in line with the look of the grotto.  It will have 800 niches 

and two statues: Michael the Archangel and Mary, mother of the unborn. The hope is to have this 

done this summer.  

 

2) Parish Hall: Hope to start harnessing the cost and designs of the parish hall this June.  The size of 

the building will be 30,000 sq ft. The current building is undersized and the staff size of the parish is 

half of most parishes of our size.  Our current staff is amazing. We have roughly 3.5 million in the 

bank for this project. We are raising about $700,000 a year. We should have about 5 million in about 
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two years and that is half of what we need for the project. Our hope for the parish is that in 

September we kick off a campaign. 

 

Renovation of the Parish bathrooms has been pushed back until April 12.  They should be beautiful 

when they are done. The footprint of the men’s restroom will change.  

 

The rectory will get new siding on April 5.  The siding being removed was installed improperly when 

it was first installed in 2012. 

 

Fr. Rob was asked about the change to only boy altar servers.  Fr. Rob stated that he sent out a 

beautiful letter to all the parents explaining the change in altar servers in September last year. 

 

 

 

Fr. Rob ended in prayer at 7:03 pm. 

Next meeting April 26, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 

 

Minutes recorded and submitted by: Sheila Irving 

 

 

 


